
Fluxaxis residency: future 
making

We are delighted to announce York Mediale, the 
2018 media arts biennial, and Fluxaxis, the new 3D 
printing startup launched after development in the 
Stage One incubator, are launching a call for an 
artist in residence.  

The York Mediale/Fluxaxis residency programme, 
based on site at Stage One, is seeking an artist or 
collective who are experienced with, and active in, 
the field of critical making and 3D printing.  

The selected artist(s) will have access to Fluxaxis 
equipment, expertise and space to develop ideas 
and practices, with 1 key resulting commission 
between Fluxaxis and York Mediale to be 
presented in the York in October 2018.   

York Mediale 
The key ambition behind York’s designation as a 
UNESCO City of Media Arts is to build a major 
biennial of media arts, York Mediale. The focus of 
the programme will be large scale, high profile 
commissions, pushing the boundaries of art, 
technology and participation. It will be intensely 
international, participatory and cutting edge, with a 
challenging and dynamic, youthful character. 

York’s cultural sector has identified an urgent need 
to diversify, re-energise and support innovation. 
Emerging practitioners in York struggle to break 
into the established cultural leadership and careers 
are stifled, or relocated before flourishing. The 
Guild of Media Arts (GOMA) began connecting 
local talent and there are now 220 members 
actively supporting the Mediale as the catalyst and 
next step. 

60% of York’s huge tourist population (just under 7 
million people per yr) come to ‘enjoy the ambience’, 
so aesthetic and prominent historic assets are key 
to its attraction. As a result, cultural provision and 
infrastructure is dominated by heritage and 
somewhat conservative... York Mediale will initiate 
partnerships and innovative ways of working, 
providing a step-change. Dynamic programming 
and outreach will not only engage residents, but 
present an opportunity to attract a new 
demographic of cultural tourists and create a 
counterbalance to the heritage offer. 

York will provide a welcoming, natural and 
appealing destination for digital arts practice. The 
city provides a globally recognisable backdrop for a 
cutting-edge celebration of media art. The Mediale 
provides the opportunity for York to become the 
best in media arts that the UK has to offer, an 
exemplary, internationally connected creative city. 

Fluxaxis 
Fluxaxis is a bleeding edge £1m+ start-up 
incubated by creative manufacturer Stage One. 
Fluxaxis combines 3D printing, 3D scanning, CNC 
machining and 3D design to redefine the ‘future of 
making’. With an investment in the world’s most 
sophisticated suite of technologies, Fluxaxis can 
3D print at large scale for almost any application, 
faster than ever before.  

Fluxaxis is a spin out from the Stage One 
incubator. Stage One is a creative construction and 
manufacture company working within the 
architecture, theatre and events industries. 
Collaborating with some of the world’s most 
creative minds, including Zaha Hadid, Thomas 
Heatherwick and RSH+P, it uses digital technology 
alongside traditional skills to create complex 
forms.  Among Stage One’s notable successes 
include the construction of each of the Serpentine 
pavilions since 2009, which combine innovative 
design, engineering and technology to deliver 
astonishing impact on a global platform. 

The Residency 
The Residency is flexible and will be designed 
around the needs and availability of the successful 
artist or collective. The duration of the residency is 
within 6 months (September 2017 - end February 
2018), with contact and ‘residential’ time within that 
to be negotiated.  

The winning artist will work with Fluxaxis’ R&D 
director, engineers from Fluxaxis and StageOne, 
and with one or more chosen mentors, chosen on 
the basis of the art project’s focus, to inspire 
him/her and his/her work. 

During her/his residency, the artist will be able to 
focus on developing their own practice, in the 
context of access to Stratysys, HP and Massivit 3D 
printing machines and large voume 5-axis 
machines, including a Poseidon High Speed 
Machining Centre. High-end 3D scanning facilities 
and a wealth of CAD and design development 
expertise will be available. The combination of 



equipment and facilities are extremely rare, and 
world-class. The proposed idea/project must 
already reflect what the artist is interested in, and 
be only realisable at the highest level or scale with 
the equipment being offered at Stage One and 
Fluxaxis. 

During the course of the residency period, the 
selected artist will be required to “show their 
workings” through a series of artist talks, 
workshops and public events, in collaboration with 
York Mediale and Fluxaxis.  

Who can apply? 
We are looking for artists, designers, makers and 
creators who are critically, conceptually, 
aesthetically and economically pushing the 
boundaries of 3D printing. They must be 
enthusiastic about cross disciplinary research and 
interested in developing their practice, working 
hand in hand with practitioners from other fields. 

We actively encourage applications from Black, 
Asian and Minority Ethnic (BAME) creators, 
applicants with a disability and those with care 
responsibilities. 

What are the benefits? 
The successful applicant to this inaugural 
residency will receive:  
• A £5,000 artist fee.

• Travel, accommodation and a mentoring budget
are separate. 

• The final results of the residency will be
showcased at the inaugural York Mediale (27th 
September - 6th October 2018), and, where 
suitable, toured internationally.  

Submission details 
To participate in the Fluxaxis and York Mediale 
residency programme, you must submit all 
mandatory information below via email, and in 
English. 

Each application must include: 

• A written statement covering approach, initial
concept, what the opportunity offers your practice, 
and your ambition for being involved. (max 2 
pages) 

• Portfolio. (including links, images, videos)

• An initial artistic proposal and concept. (max 4
pages) 

All documents should be submitted as PDFs. 

• The call is open for artists (above the age of 18)
and their innovative concepts and ideas in the 
fields of art, technology and making.  

• An artist or collective may submit only one
application. 

• Applications submitted without the required
accompanying material will not be accepted. 

• An entry confirmation will be sent out via e-mail
as soon as all required documentation has been 
received. 

• Employees of Stage One, Fluxaxis, York
Mediale, partners, sponsors and patrons of the 
York Mediale, as well as the competition’s jurors 
are ineligible to participate. 

Submission Deadline: 01 September, 2017 

(11:59 PM, BST) 
Submission email address: 

mediale@cityofmediaarts.com   

Jury 
The jury will be announced. It will be held with 
representatives from Fluxaxis and York Mediale as 
well as representatives from the cultural partners of 
the festival. There will be written feedback 
regarding the decision by the jury in relation to 
each application. The Jury’s decision is final and 
the artist will be expected to take up their residency 

between September 2017 and February 2018. 

Notification 
The winners of the Fluxaxis residency prize will be 
notified immediately after the jury meeting (which 
will be held shortly after the submission deadline). 
In the interest of all entrants, we request that the 
entrant (or a representative named by him/her) be 
available during the period when winners will be 
notified.  

Project Presentation 
The projects produced during the residency will be 
presented at the inaugural York Mediale Festival 
2018 (27th September - 6th October 2018).  

The artist agrees to include the following 
acknowledge in all future exhibitions, 
documentations of the work: “This project was 
developed within the Fluxaxis residency 
programme, and supported by York Mediale and 
Fluxaxis.” 

An artist fee of £5,000 as well as accommodation 
and travel are funded for this programme.  

Evaluation Criteria 
Each proposal submitted for consideration will be 
evaluated by a Jury of experts in the order in which 
it was received according to the following criteria: 
• Interest in critical making

• Originality

• Compelling artistic concept

• Innovation

• Technique and quality of the presentation
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